
Under the Patronage of  Mary McAleese, President of Ireland. 

Congress Venue
The Congress venue is Ireland’s National Events Centre (INEC) Killarney, Co. Kerry, one of Irelands 
premier tourist towns, within easy reach of three major airports Dublin, Cork and Shannon.

Congress seCretariat 
if you wish to ContaCt us 
C/o Irish Association of Suicidology
16, New Antrim Street, Castlebar. Co. Mayo, Ireland
Tel: +353 94 9250858  Fax: +353 94 9250859
Conference Chairman John F Connolly  email jconnolly@iasp2007.org
Conference Manager   Josephine Scott    email jscott@iasp2007.org
www.iasp2007.org

for  abstract submission form, 
information on graduate PhD symposium, research Master Class 
registration and accommodation
go to www.iasp2007.org

Closing Date for abstraCts 1st february 2007

suPPorting organisations 
• Department of Health and Children   • World Psychiatric Association
• World Health Organisation   • National Office for Suicide 

Prevention
• Failte Ireland   
• World Federation for Mental Health

As Patron of the Irish Association of Suicidology, I would like to welcome to Ireland, the 

many delegates to the Twenty Fourth Biennial Congress of the International Association 

for Suicide Prevention. It is an honour for 

the Irish Association of Suicidology, which 

does matchless work to highlight the tragic 

story of suicide, and attempted suicide, 

in Ireland, to be hosting an international 

conference devoted to exploring ‘Suicide 

Prevention across the Lifespan: Dreams 

and Realities’.

The importance of this conference to 

diminishing the incidence of suicide, the 

single most important cause of violence 

in the world, cannot be exaggerated. Your 

explorations of innovative approaches to 

the understanding of the causes of suicide, and to assuaging its consequences, will be 

major contributions to reducing the rate of suicide and to alleviating the anguish of the 

bereaved.

I wish all of you every success in your endeavours.

Preventing Suicide Across the Lifespan: Dreams and Realities
XXIV Biennial Congress of IASP

28th August - 1st September 2007 hosted by I.A.S.   

  

  

MARY McALEESE
PRESIDENT OF IRELAND



Dear Delegates

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the XXIV Biennial Congress 
of IASP which will take place from 28th August to the 1st September 
2007, hosted by the Irish Association of Suicidology, in the Irish National 
Events Centre, Killarney, Co. Kerry, Ireland under the patronage of Mary 
McAleese, President of Ireland.

The title of the Congress ‘Preventing Suicide Across the Lifespan: Dreams 
and Realities’ affords an opportunity for us to explore all aspects of 
suicidology and see how our dreams and aspirations of suicide prevention 
match the realities of how they are translated into action in various settings 
around the world.  We used the word realities because circumstances 
around the world vary so enormously and research findings do not always 
translate readily from country to country or across cultures.

We hope to allow much more time for discussion in this Congress 
particularly in the plenary sessions.  The main topics, following from the 
plenary sessions, will be tracked through the Congress so that delegates 
are not faced with the frustrating situation where several sessions dealing 
with their main interest take place at the same time.

We hope that the Congress will be new and innovative with many new faces 
and new ideas.  One such innovation is the introduction of Master Classes 
on Research.  These sessions will afford an opportunity for delegates 
embarking on a career in suicidology to present research proposals to 
experienced world experts in the field and get valuable advise and insights 
into research methodology and also on how to write and submit papers 
to appropriate journals.

We will endeavour to ensure that the scientific content of the Congress is 
of the highest order while at the same time making sure that Ireland will live 
up to its reputation for welcome and hospitality in the social programme, 
which after all is a very important aspect of any Congress.  The success of 
this Congress depends on your active participation.  We look forward to 
your company at what will be a very special congress in Ireland.

John Connolly
Congress Chairman

sCientifiC theMes/toPiCs 

• Cross-cultural issues
• Child and adolescent
• Copycat suicide
• Mechanisms and models
• Mental illness treatment Issues
• Elderly suicide
• Suicide in the community (social perspectives)

who shoulD attenD?

•  Doctors/Psychiatrists/Psychologists/Social Workers/All Health Care 
Professionals

•  Health care and related planners
•  Members of the public who have an interest in suicide prevention
•  Medical and other health care fraternities who have an interest in suicide 

prevention
•  Practitioners in the field of suicidology
•  Researchers in suicidology and related issues
•  Anyone else who is looking to advance their understanding of suicide 

prevention

For more information please visit  the Conference website: www.iasp2007.
org

iasP

The International Association for Suicide Prevention (IASP) was founded by the 
late Professor Erwin Ringel in Austria in 1960.  Since that time professionals 
and volunteers from more than fifty different countries have joined.  IASP is a 
Non-Governmental Organisation in official relationship with the World Health 
Organisation concerned with suicide prevention.

ias 
The Irish Association of Suicidology (IAS) was founded in 1996 by Dr. John 
Connolly, the late Dr. Michael Kelleher and Mr. Dan Neville T.D in response to 
concerns about the rising suicide rates in Ireland and the grief and suffering caused 
to families and communities. The IAS set out to be a forum for all individuals 
and voluntary groups involved in any aspect of suicidology for the exchange of 
knowledge gained from differing perspectives and experiences and to raise public 
awareness about suicide and suicide prevention.

 
 

• Suicide prevention strategies
• The future of suicidology
• Gender issues
• Bereavement by suicide
• Impact of social change on youth suicide 
• Restricting access to means of suicide

Welcome to Ireland


